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Guidelines for Choosing Panelists

· Diversity

· Students

· Having both students who are already involved in combating issues of underage drinking and those who may have engaged in underage drinking is important

· Parents

· Health Professionals

· EMTs

· ER Doctors and nurses

· Neurosurgeons

· Rehabilitation specialists

· Experts

· Traffic safety professionals

· Underage drinking experts

· Local law enforcement

· Teen driving instructors

· Reporters that have covered teen crashes / underage drinking

· Be aware of the repercussions of certain types of panelists 

· Victims on a panel tend to have a very strong presence and sometimes an agenda that can take the discussion away from repercussions and into debates on appropriate culpability and punishment

· Law enforcement panelists may deter teens from talking openly

· Organizational leaders may give their traditional organizational overview rather than address the topics being raised unless given a specific role

· Make sure panelists pre-screen the documentary

· Make sure panelists read the discussion guide

· Provide panelists an agenda for the event

· Give panelists guidelines on what you want them to cover and for how long

· Make panelists aware of concerns:

· One perspective dominating the conversation

· Getting off track from discussing the repercussions for young people of underage drinking and driving

· Allowing teens to talk openly about underage drinking and unsafe driving behaviors

· Leaving lots of room for questions and honest discussion
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