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RADD Youth Coalition Sample Press Release

***This is an example of a press release, that you may modify and revise to meet your needs. However, please submit your final press release to RADD at info@radd.org no less than 3 days prior to your release date for review and approval. In addition, quotes provide in this release may not be used in any other context.***

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CONTACT: 

Your press contact(s) name, title, phone number


Involved Organizations plan community event featuring HBO Family’s hard hitting Documentary ‘SMASHED: Toxic Tales of Teens and Alcohol’ 

Provided by the RADD Youth Coalition as part of the SMASHED program, film addresses the repercussions of underage drinking and alcohol related driving among teens

 
Date (City) To combat the deadly, national problem of underage drinking and teen crashes, Your Organization is proud to join communities across the country in screening the hard-hitting HBO Family documentary SMASHED: Toxic Tales of Teens and Alcohol, a stark look at the life-long repercussions of underage drinking and alcohol related driving. The SMASHED program, including the documentary, curriculum, discussion guide, and additional materials, has been generously provided by the RADD Youth Coalition, a partnership of RADD, HBO, federal agencies and national organizations. The goal of the program is to foster dialogue between parents and teens and teens and their peers on the importance of curbing underage drinking and practicing safe driving, and to develop pro-active solutions that work in individual communities.

The documentary will be screened at location on date at time. The screening(s) will be open to (the public, teens only, parents and teens, etc.) and have been organized by your organization (FCCLA, SADD, Safe and Drug Free Schools, or OJJDP if are involved) and other involved organizations.
  

Recent NHTSA data shows traffic crashes continue to be the leading cause of death for 15-20 year olds. In 2003, 3,657 (3,827 in 2002) drivers 15 to 20 years old were killed, and an additional 308,000 (324,000 in 2002) were injured, in motor vehicle crashes. Nearly 31 percent of teen drivers killed in motor vehicle crashes in 2003 had been drinking and 74 percent of this group was not wearing their safety belts. Self-reporting by sixth graders indicates that 16 percent say they drink. That number reaches 82 percent by the time they graduate from high school and by the time teens are in the 10th grade - typically the year they begin to drive - 71 percent of them say they drink. (Teens Today™ research conducted by SADD and Liberty Mutual, 2002)

“RADD formed the RADD Youth Coalition, a public/private partnership, to respond to an urgent situation,” says Erin Meluso, RADD President. “We have listened to teens and parents and are responding. HBO Family’s hard-hitting documentary Smashed: Toxic Tales of Teens and Alcohol, is a terrific tool to kick-start this urgent dialogue. Our goal is to further educational outreach and seek solutions for three life-threatening teen issues: under age drinking, excessive speed and under usage of seatbelts.”

 

Along with the full-length HBO documentary, the RADD Youth Coalition has provided a discussion guide, lesson plan, teen audience PSAs featuring RADD celebrity messenger, Chris Pratt and online access to information and solutions for parents, teens, young adults, educators and communities. All materials and statistics can be found at www.radd.org.

 

Quote from a local Community Leader on why this issue is important in your community

  

###

For further information about RADD; the Entertainment Industry’s Voice for Road Safety, the RADD Youth Coalition, to request a clip of the documentary and usage release, or to download radio and broadcast PSAs, please visit www.radd.org or e-mail info@radd.org 

For further information about the screening at location on date, please contact

Your contact information
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